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The 
Pioneers500 
program
Each year Pioneers and PwC selects 500 highly 
promising early-stage tech startups. These high-
potential startups earn an invite to Pioneers’ 
flagship event at the Hofburg Palace in Vienna. 
Startups are chosen according to five main criteria: 
the strength of their team, the market they’re 
targeting, their initial traction, the impact they’re 
generating and of course the product itself. 

This is a careful process that combines our 
bespoke database technology with Pioneers 
expertise and our network of international venture 
capital and accelerators. 4000 hopefuls applied for 
Pioneers500 ahead of Pioneers’17.  



pioneers.io



The Top 50 
& Pioneers 
Challenge
The Pioneers Challenge is for the Top 50 startups 
from the Pioneers500 selection. These Top 50 
get online mentoring in the weeks leading up to 
Pioneers’17 and also join the Mentors Day before 
the event, in which they receive one-on-one 
mentoring sessions with international experts. 

All then have the chance to pitch on the
Amplify Stage during Pioneers’17. Eight finalists
will progress to pitch on the main Arena Stage
as Pioneers’17 reaches its climax on the
second afternoon. 

The ultimate winner of the Pioneers Challenge will 
join Pioneers on a trip to San Francisco, where 
they’ll receive mentorship from Y Combinator 
CEO Michael Seibel, renowned communications 
expert Nancy Duarte and legendary investor Tim 
Draper. On top of that, the winning startup will also 
be featured in a CNBC article. This will form part 
of The Brave Ones, a series that charts the rise of 
some of the world’s most successful entrepreneurs.
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Cardiomo

Criamtech

Wearable patch to prevent diseases

Blood type analyser and disease detection

Cardiomo is a device which prevents diseases by 24/7 health 
monitoring. You place a patch on your chest and wear it constantly so 
that it can monitor your current vitals and body state indicators (heart 
rate, EKG, body movements, breathing etc.). It transmits a signal to 
your phone app for basic analysis of collected data. Then, the data is 
transfered to Cardiomo cloud service for deep AI analysis being able to 
detect up to 40 diseases. Your phone also gets daily recommendations, 
or alerts in the case of any health disruptions.

CRIAM stands for Chemical Reaction and Image Analysis for Mobility – 
a portable medical device which decreases Oneg dependency and 
in the near future it will detect diseases. Not only implies a lower 
investment, will help in blood stock management but it also allows the 
automatic determination of human blood type, the ABO and Rh, in 3 
minutes, being adequate for emergency situations, military scenarios, 
NGOs or governmental programs.

Funding target:

301 - 500k      

Funding target:
1 - 1.5 M      

Founded in: 2016 | New York, United States

Founded in: 2016 | Lisbon, Portugal

cardiomo.com

criamtech.com

Health
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D-EYE

Erghis

Oculyze

Smartphone-based healthcare

Defining Touchless Interaction

We create custom solutions for image recognition

The innovative D-EYE Portable Eye and Retinal Imaging System easily 
attaches to a smartphone creating a ophthalmic camera for vision care 
screening and evaluation.

Erghis develops a gesture-based interface that enables users to control  
smart devices using four simple hand gestures. The patent-pending 
software converts input from leading 3D cameras to a common 
framework of pre-defined gestures, designed to make it easy for users 
to accommodate complex functionality e.g. typing, manipulating 3d 
models, robotics. Erghis aims to not only solve the interaction gap in 
specific sectors such as Health Care and Digital Signage, but to be 
in the forefront of defining how we interact with technology in our 
everyday lives.

Oculyze creates custom solutions for image analysis. With our 
handheld microscope and image recognition service we enable you 
to take a microscopic image and get a result within seconds, no 
expensive equipment or specific expertise required! Our vision is: 
Microscopic analysis for everyone, everywhere. The first application
is “Oculyze - Better Brewing”: A quick and easy analysis of brewer’s 
yeast, with a special focus on the needs of craft breweries.

Funding target:
3 - 5 M

Funding target:
1 - 1.5 M

Funding target:
1 - 25k    

Founded in: 2015 | Province of Padua, Italy

Founded in: 2014 | Malmö, Sweden

Founded in: 2016 | Wildau, Germany

d-eyecare.com

erghis.com

oculyze.de



Sanalytica

Turbine

First truly personalized nutrient supply

Therapy ldesign with AI & cell simulations

Sanalytica develops and market truly personalized dietary supplements. 
With this we address nutrition as the #1 health risk in the Western world 
and a USD 120bn global market. We bring a data-driven approach to this 
market. Our customers receive a personalized monthly pack of nutrients 
to their home. Personalization is done by the molecular data generated 
from regular convenient user blood testing. Both the nutrient dosing 
algorithms and the multiplex / low cost / low sample volume lab platform 
are proprietary developments.

Turbine’s artificial intelligence models how cancer works on the 
molecular level, and tests millions of potential drugs on it each day. 
This way, we can get new cancer drugs to patients years faster than 
pharma’s current solutions. Turbine is the way to discover drugs in the 
21st Century, replacing tools and processes in use for over 40 years.

Funding target:
2.5 - 3 M      

Funding target:
3 - 5 M      

Founded in: 2016 | Berlin, Germany

Founded in: 2016 | Budapest, United States

sanalytica.com

turbine.ai
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BeeAnd.me

Genialis

Smart monitoring for bees

Data analytics for life sciences

Beeand.me aims to help beekeepers overcome the traditional challenges 
of beekeeping, by providing beekeepers with technological assistance. 
Their smart monitoring system for beehives consists of a microprocessor 
unit for measuring all significant parameters related to beekeeping. 
Additionally, the data collected by “Babymonitor” for bees are processed 
via data mining techniques to answer important scientific questions, 
as well as develop predictive analysis tools for precision beekeeping.

Genialis build software that speaks directly to the needs of the life 
scientists. We empower them to autonomously interact with 
the biological data through Real-Time Interactive Visualization 
technology, which provides an unprecedented level of life scientist 
user engagement with data.

Funding target:
201 - 300k      

Funding target:
1 - 1.5 M      

Founded in: 2016 | Podgorica, Montenegro

Founded in: 2013 | Ljubljana, Slovenia

beeand.me

genialis.com
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Iris AI

NEXBIO

SBT

Your AI Research assistant

Smart monitoring for bees

Real-time bacteria measurements on surface

Iris AI will grow up to be the world’s-first AI researcher. Applying cutting 
edge AI/NLP techniques, interdisciplinary R&D teams double their 
efficiency using Iris. We have already shown that Iris is more effective 
than Google Scholar. Researchers using Iris versus Google Scholar
at a Scithon™ (Science Hackathon) received a 95% score, versus 45%
for researchers using Google Scholar.

NEXBIO specializes in designing dedicated solutions based on molecular 
analyzes that serve to early diagnosis of crop diseases. Currently we run 
the groundbreaking researches which aim to create the panels of test 
that enable to detect crop pathogens in early stages. 
 As a result, pathogens’ growth is prevented through the measured and 
well-aimed array of plant protection chemicals. Such solution is cheaper, 
more efficient and more environment-friendly, as it results in lowering 
the level of pesticides’ usage and make it more accurate.

SBT has developed a product for hygiene and sanitation control in food 
industry, hospitals, pharma, etc. The product is able to count the total 
number of bacteria on a surface using a swab within 5 minutes. This is 
opposed to conventional microbiology methods used today where the 
response time is 24-72 hours. The product is a tool which enables the 
end users to perform corrective measures in their cleaning and hygiene 
program, which significantly reduces the chance of lost production time, 
product recalls, and hospital infections.

Funding target:
2 - 2.5 M      

Funding target:
3 - 5 M      

Funding target:
1.5 - 2 M

Founded in: 2015 | Oslo, Norway

Founded in: 2015 | Lublin, Poland

Founded in: 2014 | Copenhagen, Denmark

iris.ai

nexbio.pl

sbtaqua.com
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Sen
Consumerizing space
Sen’s mission is to capture space data and make it universally accessible. 
Sen is solving the problem of consumerizing space with videos from 
space freely accessible on smart phones. Sen will capture news and 
information of events on Earth, in orbit and then scale to the Moon 
and Mars as the space economy and activities expand to these worlds.

Funding target:
1 - 1.5 M

Founded in: 2016 | Guildford, United Kingdom

sen.com

Sc
ie

nc
e



12

Fintech
APS

Bitwala

Display card as an extension of your mobile phone

The first international bank account

APS develops and produce display payment cards that connect to
a mobile application on the phone. APS developed activation technology 
for the payment cards, features to issue cards virtually and card screen 
being controlled by an app.

Traditional banking is no longer making the cut for global payments. 
International wire transfer options offered today are slow, expensive
and complicated for everyday customers. As a solution, Bitwala offers 
the fastest option for international money transfers at a fraction of the 
cost. Blockchain technology-based Bitwala reinvents the conventional 
banking system, all without the need of having a bank account.

Funding target:
2 - 2.5 M      

Funding target:
5 -10 M

Founded in: 2016 | Luxembourg, Luxembourg

Founded in: 2015 | Berlin, Germany

apscard.lu

bitwa.la
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MotionsCloud

Otly

Plutus

Mobile & AI claims solutions for non-life insurers

First bank for kids run by parents

Pay with cryptocurrencies anywhere worldwide

Mobile & AI claims solution for non-life insurers and claims handling 
companies to streamline and automate claims processes that takes 
weeks to 3 hours.

Otly is the missing layer for kid friendly banking. Parents get
a convenient way to manage kids’ allowance and teach them to be
smart with money. Using Otly, kids finally gain means to save, spend
and learn about digital money.

Plutus is a mobile application for making contactless Bitcoin payments 
at any merchant with an NFC-enabled checkout terminal. The purpose of 
Plutus is primarily to incentivize and enable practical day-to-day usage of 
bitcoin and indirectly accelerate adoption.

Funding target:
801k - 1 M      

Funding target:
301 - 500k      

Funding target:
801k - 1 M      

Founded in: 2016 | Munich, United States

Founded in: 2015 | North Holland, Netherlands

Founded in: 2015 | London, United Kingdom

motionscloud.com

otly.net

plutus.it
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Surematics
The first international bank account
Surematics is solving the £5.5bn problem the UK Specialty Insurance 
market has with Unallocated Funds. The Surematics platform solves 
these problems by allowing money to be tagged with customer 
information that survives being passed through multiple intermediaries, 
the flagging of payments to beneficiaries before they are sent,
and the ability to programmatically and automatically split and move 
money to multiple beneficiaries as soon as it enters the system.

Funding target:
301 - 500k Founded in: 2016 | London, United Kingdom

surematics.com
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Business
Abacus.ac

Appinio

Improve accountants in their most important work

Fastest market research solution worldwide

Abacus combines the experience of thousands of accountants with 
the precision of a machine. Its self-learning algorithms enables full 
automation of accounting data processing, compliance with internal and 
external regulations, and improves business insights. Abacus offers APIs 
and SDKs for large accounting entities of MNCs and accounting software 
companies. In addition Abacus offers a web-based platform for small 
accounting service providers.

Appinio is a social mobile app for opinions that enables companies to 
generate consumer insights in real-time from highly specific audiences.

Funding target:
501 - 800k      

Funding target:
801k - 1 M      

Founded in: 2016 | Vienna, Austria

Founded in: 2014 | Hamburg, Germany

abacus.ac

appinio.com
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DataSine

illumr

Deckard A.I.

Datasine - Personalizing Finance

Where AI meets Big Data

We predict the future of your IT projects

DataSine brings together expertise in finance, psychology, and machine 
learning to help financial institutions better understand their customers. 
Our systems build a rich personality profile for each customer, 
determining their personality, needs, values and circumstances. Their 
profiles are then used to tailor marketing strategies, build individualized 
investment portfolios and package personalized financial products to 
better reflect individual personalities, needs and circumstances.

There’s a problem with traditional methods of data analysis.Humans 
don’t have to look for patterns; we see them instinctively. Computers, 
on the other hand, are number crunchers. illumr’s methodology 
optimises the data analytics workflow by reassigning tasks to humans 
and machines based on their inherent strengths.Where traditional 
methodologies asks humans to arrange data before exploring it for 
patterns, illumr uses self-organising data in a 3D space to illuminate 
patterns visually.

Deckard Intelligence provides immediate and accurate estimation of 
your Project Management tickets and tasks and daily insights to optimize 
resource allocation and planning. CTOs and team leads upgrade to an 
always-on and reliable estimation of all their projects and save hundreds 
of hours of manual work.

Funding target:
1 - 1.5 M

Funding target:
1 - 1.5 M

Funding target:
801k - 1 M

Founded in: 2015 | London, United Kingdom

Founded in: 2013 | London, United Kingdom

Founded in: 2016 | Berlin, Germany

datasine.com

illmr.com

deckard.ai
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VendorMach
Predictive analytics for supply chain management
VendorMach is a supply chain management platform and early warning 
system for CFOs and Compliance officers. We are solving the problem
of information asymmetry, manual workflows and poor visibility 
as it relates to buyers, suppliers and the banks who serve them. 
Powered by AI and the cloud, our VM Trust Score evaluates trust and 
creditworthiness real-time ultimately increasing working capital, supply 
chain visibility and reducing fraud.

Funding target:
None Founded in: 2015 | London, United Kingdom

vendormach.com
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Security

GREYCORTEX

Airmada

Intelligent Network Traffic Analysis

Automated lDrone Ground Stations

GREYCORTEX MENDEL is an advanced solution for network traffic 
analysis, performance monitoring, threat detection, and deep network 
visibility for enterprise, government, and critical infrastructure. MENDEL 
employs artificial intelligence and machine learning to analyze and 
monitor network traffic, meaning that new and unknown attacks both 
from inside and outside an organization are detected; including data 
leaks, operational anomalies, and other advanced threats invisible to 
other security technologies.

Airmada is ground stations automate UAV operations. Our systems 
completely remove the necessity of having a UAV operator on site. Our 
stations plan and control the UAV flights, track health indicators, swaps 
and charge batteries and upload live data feed from the drone’s sensors 
to the client’s IT software. Our stations unlock cost-effective, reliable use 
of commercial UAV’s.

Funding target:
5 - 10 M

Funding target:
1 - 1.5 M

Founded in: 2016 | Brno, Czech Republic

Founded in: 2015 | Boston, United States

greycortex.com

airmada.com
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IP Fabric, Inc.

Stromkind

Sunflower Labs

Network Infrastructure Intelligence

Maritime Swarm Sensing Drones

Drone-based home security system

IP Fabric is next generation IP network management system tailored 
to the largest enterprise networks in the world. Unique network 
interpretation engine solves network infrastructure state complexity. 
Supports all existing wired network assets, is vendor neutral, does not 
require any agents or configuration changes, true plug and play.

Stromkind’s electric water drones are covering huge areas on the water 
in swarm mode for sensing and protection applications.

Sunflower Labs is building a new type of an outdoor home security 
system, built using very clever sensors and an autonomous drone 
that investigates what the sensors detect. The sensors are capable of 
detecting motion in 360º, ground vibration and unusual sounds and 
noises. Multiple sensors work together to triangulate activity happening 
on your property and react to it appropriately. If an unusual event is 
detected, the system will deploy a Flying Camera to investigate. It flies 
autonomously to the location of the event, guided by the sensors on the 
ground, and streams live video back to the user.

Funding target:
None      

Funding target:
3 - 5 M      

Funding target:
3 - 5 M

Founded in: 2015 | Prague, Czech Republic 

Founded in: 2016 | Vienna, Austria

Founded in: 2015 | Birmensdorf, Switzerland

ipfabric.io

stromkind.com

sunflower-labs.com
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ubirch GmbH
Trustworthy IoT Sensor Data
A complete cryptographic pipeline from small IoT sensors via the ubirch 
backend into the blockchain. Even our small sensors autonomously 
generate their own public or private key and therefore unforgeable 
identity.

Funding target:
501 - 800k

Founded in: 2016 | Cologne, Germany

ubirch.com
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Industry 4.0
Adaptive Simulations

Cybus

Making Simulations Easy

Linking Industry and Internet

Adaptive Simulations offers a cloud-based service (SaaS), providing 
customers with fully automated flow simulations/CFD (Computational 
Fluid Dynamics). This eliminates sub-optimizations due to human error, 
increases accuracy and lowers the cost of simulations by around 70%. 
Our cloud-solution enables simulations early in the design process. This 
capability improves the product design and shortens time-to-market.

Cybus Connectware bridges the gap between high security 
requirements of manufacturing and logistics environments and the 
connected world of digital services. It acts as translator between 
protocols and management layer, which allows easy, precise and 
controllable access by data consumers. Cross-data integration into 
on-site IT systems, local pre-processing and detailed usage statistics are 
further functions which qualify the Connectware as a central data hub 
for the modern factory and industrial internet business cases.

Funding target:
None      

Funding target:
1 - 1.5 M      

Founded in: 2015 | Stockholm, Sweden

Founded in: 2014 | Hamburg, Germany

adaptivesimulations.com

cybus.io
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Holo-Light GmbH

Sewio

Neuron Soundware

Business software solutions Mixed Reality

Process Visibility Through Indoor Positioning

We recognize broken machines using sound

Holo-Light product consists of software tools & modules, that allow 
companies to improve and optimize business processes within Industry 
4.0. Therefore we use the interaction with 3 dimensional digital content 
by gesture and voice control, which is enabled by the use of Mixed 
Reality devices like Microsoft HoloLens. The main focus is on automotive, 
maintenance, production processes etc.

Sewio is delivering Enterprise Location Platform for digitization-driven 
business in global scope. By highly precise digitization of movement 
and rich data analytics we bring completely new enterprise level 
of understanding of work-flow processes across the broad array of 
disciplines. We optimize flow of intra-logistics in manufacturing, reduce 
staff injuries, observe behavior of customer to increase profit of retail 
or boost performance of sport teams by analyzing details of their 
movement during game. We do it by delivering easily scalable and highly 
precise Enterprise Location Platform combining Ultra Wide Band radio 
technology with cutting-edge software analyses.

Neuron soundware is for companies and services, who need intelligent 
audio analysis to detect and predict equipment failures. The lack 
of a preventive maintenance increases the risk of costly unplanned 
downtime. The existing old and even modern computer-controlled 
equipment doesn’t provide effective monitoring of mechanical 
malfunctions. Sound and vibrations are often the simplest method of 
diagnostics of mechanical malfunction. Neuron soundware listens to 
machines and predict their mechanical issues.

Funding target:
None

Funding target:
3 - 5 M

Funding target:
1 - 1.5 M

Founded in: 2015 | Westendorf, Austria

Founded in: 2014 | Brno, Czech Republic

Founded in: 2016 | Prague, Czech Republic

holo-light.com

sewio.net

neuronsw.com
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Viscopic
Mixed Reality experiences for industry
Viscopic develops Mixed Reality experiences for industrial applications. 
We unite competencies in computer vision, user-centric design and 
industrial software development to realise outstanding mixed reality 
applications. Holographic visualisations allow the presentation and 
explanation of complex products or hidden functionalities of products. 
The possibility of real-time manipulation of the holographic scenes 
enables to directly incorporate customer demands and present them
in a realistic way. Customers dive into a memorable experience of 
merged real and virtual worlds.

Funding target:
501 - 800k

Founded in: 2015 | Munich, Germany

viscopic.com
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Smart
Living

Broomx Technologies

Angee Technologies Limited

Virtual Reality in real spaces

Home Security. Automated.

MK Player360 is a unique home-projection system to enjoy all VR & 360° 
media without goggles or VR headsets. MK Player360 creates immersive 
4D experiences in any room or corner at a consumer price-point, with 
projections covering the entire surface user can see combined with 
interactive experiences, real-time Internet data and domotics.

Angee is developing an automated, cloud-based home security solution 
which was successfully backed on Kickerstarter. The innovative system 
is the first of its kind; while the rest of the Home Security industry relies 
on human labor to provide reliable protection, Angee’s Automated 
Monitoring provides the same reliable protection without requiring 
constant attention. Angee can be controlled both by your voice and your 
mobile devices, and the combination of intelligent hardware, software, 
and services deliver a complete, autonomous, and easy-to-use solution 
for home security and beyond.

Funding target:
3 - 5 M

Funding target:
3 - 5 M

Founded in: 2014 | Barcelona, Spain

Founded in: 2015 | Prague, Czech Republic

broomx.com

meetangee.com
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Lampix

LEAF

StethoMe™

We transform any surface into a smart surface

Plug N Plant Home Grow

StethoMe™ - Home Stethoscope Smart

Device & cloud platform that enables any surface to become a smart 
surface by means of augmentation through projection and recognition 
through computer vision.

LEAF is a plug-n-plant™ system that automatically grows medical plants 
and food and is controlled by your smartphone. Think of it as a beautiful 
mini fridge that stocks itself with high quality, pesticide free, natural 
medicine and food. LEAF’s vision is to provide consumers with the ability 
to grow their own high-quality medicine and food with the confidence 
that there are no pesticides or harmful chemicals, and doing so in a fun 
and interactive way.

A smart way to keep your child’s health in check. Coughing, a runny 
nose, a fever… Should you call the doctor immediately? Or should you 
wait a while and see? StethoMe™ quickly dispels these doubts. Examine 
your child without leaving your home and send the results to your 
doctor, who then decides what to do next. StethoMe™ is the first medical 
diagnostic device of its kind – one that monitors the respiratory system 
and measures body temperature in a precise but user-friendly way.

Funding target:
1 - 1.5 M    

Funding target:
3 - 5 M      

Funding target:
501 - 800k

Founded in: 2015 | New York, United Stades

Founded in: 2015 | Tel Aviv-Yafo, Israel

Founded in: 2015 | Poznań, Poland

lampix.co

getleaf.co

stethome.com
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SUPAspot Inc

Zylia sp. zo.o.

Biometrics + AI in a onesie at a dance party.

Record Audio Like Never Before

SUPA is an Artificial Intelligence platform focusing on extreme sports + 
digital health + fashion. Contextualized and highly personalized. 
The SUPA APP horizontally integrates data from any biometric and 
environmental sensor.

ZYLIA developed the world’s first Portable Recording Studio that allows 
Multi track recoding and separation of instrument tracks.

Funding target:
1.5 - 2 M      

Funding target:
1 - 1.5 M      

Founded in: 2014 | New York, United States

Founded in: 2012 | Poznań, Poland

supa.ai

zylia.co
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Commsignia

Faception

Safer on the road

Facial Personality Analytics

Commsignia enables cars to talk to each other and to smart cities to 
make traffic more safe and efficient.

A predictive screening solution based Facial Personality Analytics 
technology ,yet the only one in technology and market, to detect 
unknown offenders and hostile elements by real time analysis of their 
face images.

Funding target:
3 - 5 M

Funding target:
3 - 5 M      

Founded in: 2012 | Budapest, Hungary

Founded in: 2014 | Tel Aviv-Yafo, Israel

commsignia.com

faception.com
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Foresight

Manet Mobile

Magnitude Space BV

lForesight:Energy.Forecasts.Insights

Feel at home anywhere

Global IoT connectivity at affordable cost

Foresight is a B2B platform for electricity utilities, which unlocks the 
untapped benefits of the Smart-Grid revolution with an advanced 
“all in one” core-scaling engine.

The idea behind Manet is to provide guests staying in accommodation 
such as hotels, bed & breakfasts and vacation rentals with a smartphone. 
Unlimited international calls and 4G access are included. This takes away 
any issues with internet connection and roaming costs. The phone can 
also be used to stay in touch with accommodation owners, who can 
share news, information and offers.

MAGNITUDE will deploy a low orbit nano-satellite network that offers a 
dedicated IoT connectivity solution geared towards low cost, low power 
consumption, and world-wide ubiquitous coverage, to be launched 
under the name “LPGAN” (Low Power Global Area Network)

Funding target
5 - 10 M

Funding target:
3 - 5 M

Funding target: 
3 - 5 M

Founded in: 2014 | Tel Aviv-Yafo, Israel

Founded in: 2015 | Rome, Italy

Founded in: 2016 | North Holland, Netherlands

fsight.io

manetmobile.com

magnitudespace.com
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Open Cosmos Ltd.
Your idea/service into space quickly
Developers of space-based services can focus on their business and 
let us do the space stuff. Governments, entrepreneurs, and researchers 
build the payload and services, we provide the satellite platform, launch, 
frequency registration, ground services and operations. We bring down 
the time and cost to start a mission from 3 years and $ 3 Million to 10 
Months and < $1 Million.

Funding target:
5 - 10 M

Founded in: 2015 | Harwell Oxford, United Kingdom

open-cosmos.com
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